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I Introduction:

In 2004, the UN predicted/estimated/projected that the human population would reach 9.1 billion in 2100. In December 2013, the UN predicted/estimated/projected that the human population would reach 10.8 billion in 2100. In July 2015, the UN again revised its numbers and predicted/estimated/projected that the human population would reach 9.1 billion in 2040, 60 years earlier than in its 2004 prediction and that the human population would reach 11.2 billion in 2100, an increase of about 400 million in a year and a half. Even more frightening is that the latest predicted/estimated/projected population increased by 2.1 billion when compared with the numbers the UN issued in 2004, just 11 years earlier. Based on these numbers, it would seem that the human population is increasing very rapidly. The numbers released by the UN also indicated that after reaching 11.2 billion in 2100, the human population would still be growing.
The leaders of humanity have shown that none of them understands the power of compound growth. Jeb Bush, one of the Republican candidates for president of United States, has stated that if he were elected president he would cause the economy of United States to grow at 4% per year. If that rate of growth were to continue for 87.5 years (until the end of 2103) the rules of math would require that the economy of the United States to be 32 times as large as the current economy and that is physically impossible. If the rate of growth were merely 2% per year, in 105 years (in 2120) the economy of the United States or the economy of the entire planet would be eight times as large as the current economy and that is physically impossible. 

II Choices regarding economic growth
There are three, and only three choices regarding the economic growth of the planet:


A. The economy of the planet can continue to grow forever into the future.


B. The economy of the planet will continue to grow until a peak is reached and                  

                 forever remain at peak.
            C. The economy of the planet will continue to grow until a peak is reached and
                 sometime after the peak is reached start to decline.

I challenge anyone to set forth an additional choice regarding the economic growth of the planet. Since the planet is finite and since the resources the planet can provide to the economy of the world are finite, only a fool or an economist can take the position that economic growth for the entire planet can forever continue into the future. Many economists take the position that economic growth can continue forever into the future by calling such growth "sustainable". Without going into a long analysis, "sustainable" economic growth does not exist and is merely a dream of the economists who do not want to admit that economic growth must reach a peak and cease sometime in the future. Therefore, the only realistic possibility is that the economy of the planet will reach a peak and sometime thereafter start to decline. The economy of the planet must start to decline after a peak is reached due to the fact that one or more nonrenewable resources and all substitutes for those resources will no longer be available for use by humanity.
III Declining resources and economic peaks
As the economy of the planet continues to decline, the human population will start to decline as the resources available to humanity will not be able to support the than existing population. No one knows when the economic peak will be reached. No one knows what the human population will be when the economic peak is reached. No one knows how steep the economic decline will be. No one knows when the human population will start to decline due to the fact that the economy of the planet is decreasing and due to the fact that one or more of the nonrenewable resources necessary and all substitutes necessary to maintain the then existing population of the planet will no longer be available. No one knows how steep the human population decline will be and how long it will continue and at what level, if any, the decline will cease. Notwithstanding all the unknowns, some time after economic growth starts to decline, the human population will decline and no action taken by humanity will prevent that decline from occurring. As indicated above, the decline will happen due to the fact that the earth and the resources it can provide humanity are limited and finite and due to the fact that humanity will be using those resources such that one or more of them and all substitutes will no longer be available to humanity.
IV Analysis of risks
At this point in this essay, it is essential to consider the risk to humanity if humanity makes the wrong choices today. Today nine nations (United States, Russia, China, England, France, Israel, North Korea, Pakistan and India) have weapons of mass destruction that can kill billions with in a few hours after the commencement of a global conflict. There is the possibility/probability that additional nations and even terrorist groups will obtain weapons of mass destruction in the near future. Therefore, any risk that weapons of mass destruction could be used in the future must be reduced to as low a level as possible. To use different words, the choices made by humanity as to its actions today must be the most conservative ones possible, such that the possibility/probability of a global conflict with weapons of mass destruction is reduced to the lowest level possible. A global conflict could easily develop by the actions of a single nation--- one atomic bomb used by Pakistan against India or one atomic bomb used by Israel against an Arab nation could easily start a global conflict in which many nations would use weapons of mass destruction. A global conflict with weapons of mass destruction could/would result in the deaths of billions, the collapse of the social order and destruction of civilization never to rise again above the level of the early Stone Age--- no art, no science, no literature, no charity, nothing but a few million genetically damaged survivors reduced to an animalistic level.
V Methods to control population growth 
There are three, and only three ways by which the human population can be controlled and, in reality, there is only one way by which humanity can cause the decline of the human population without causing a global conflict with weapons of mass destruction:

A. One or more wars with weapons of mass destruction, starvation, disease,

                        civil conflicts and other horrors beyond the imagination. Since no one 
                        wants this method it will not be discussed or considered.


B. Voluntary population control. This method includes raising the standard

                       of living of women, providing them with education, raising the standard

                       of living of men, providing free or inexpensive methods all of birth

                       control for both men and women over the entire planet, providing free

                       or inexpensive abortions to women over the entire planet, changing

                      the culture of a large portion of humanity such that a male's position in     

                      society is determined by how many children he produces, providing

                      education to man, permitting women who enter the workforce and

                      start their own businesses on a level equal to men, and all other actions

                      similar to the one set forth herein.


C. Coercive population control. First, it must be understood that many

                       women are coerced today into having children that they do not desire,
                       cannot they afford, and, in fact, maybe extremely dangerous to them

                       because of medical conditions. Coercion against women exists today 

                       in almost every nation on the planet. Coercion to control population 

                       can range from social actions to criminal penalties.

I challenge anyone to set forth another method by which population growth can be reduced to zero, or can cause a population decline. The three methods set forth above can eventually and theoretically reduce population growth to zero. However, practically and realistically only coercive population control could cause population to decline without causing a global conflict with weapons of mass destruction. To the best of my knowledge no studies have been done to determine the chance of success or failure of voluntary population control to reduce population growth to zero prior to the destruction of civilization. A very strong case can be made that voluntary population has a relatively high chance of failure such that population growth will not be reduced to zero in time to prevent a global conflict with weapons of mass destruction. It is almost certain that voluntary population control will not reduce the population to the necessary and appropriate level when (and not if) a population decline is caused by a decline in the economic activity of the entire planet.
VI Conclusion 

If the chance of failure of voluntary population control to reduce population growth to zero in time to prevent a global conflict with weapons of mass destruction is as low as 20% or if the chance of failure of voluntary population control to reduce the population to the necessary and appropriate level when a population decline is caused by a decline in the economic activity of the entire planet is as low as 20%, that means there is a 20% chance that weapons of mass destruction will be used sometime in the future resulting in a complete and total destruction of civilization. Without going into a long analysis, I believe it can be shown that the chance of failure of voluntary population control is much greater than 20%. In simple terms, humanity will have to face very near future the choice-- coercive population control or the destruction of civilization. , Therefore, humanity must undertake today a complete analysis of both voluntary and coercive population control, comparing all their problems, risks, benefits and chances of success in preventing the destruction of civilization such that a determination can be made as to what action humanity must take the day. No one, in my opinion, can present a cogent, valid or intelligent case why such an analysis should not be immediately undertaken by the best minds of humanity. No one, in my opinion, can present a cogent, valid or intelligent case why such an analysis would be harmful to humanity today.
