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All of the leaders of humanity are misleading all of humanity by participating in the RIO+20 conference which is based on the false premise of "sustainable development". Development is growth and growth cannot be sustained on the finite Earth. Calling development "sustainable", "green", "economic friendly" or anything else does not change the fact that development requires resources and the resources that the Earth can provide humanity are finite and limited. 
Let us compare 1 acre of land with the entire planet. For the purposes of this essay they are exactly the same--- they are both finite in size and finite in the resources they can provide the user. It would be ridiculous to apply the concept of "sustainable development" to the 1 acre of land and since for the purpose of this essay they are the same, it is ridiculous to apply the concept of sustainable development to the Earth.

While the ingenuity of mankind can recycle some resources, can substitute one resource for another resource, can reduce the amount of resources required to produce a unit of economic output and take many other similar actions to permit development/growth to continue for a limited period of time, that time is limited and humanity must face that fact. To call a major conference based upon the premise of sustainable development is to mislead humanity, because humanity will believe that the development can continue for hundreds if not thousands of years and that cannot and will not occur. More importantly to call a conference based on the concept of sustainable development leads humanity to believe that action is not required today to develop a society based on no development/no growth. Humankind is led to believe that development/growth can continue for a substantial period into the future and action is not required be taken today to determine how humanity can survive on the planet without economic and without population growth.
The vast majority of resources used by industrialized civilization are nonrenewable, which means once they are used they are gone forever. Many of those resources do not have substitutes and if they have substitutes, the substitutes are limited in quality and quantity. Many of those resources cannot be recycled and many of those that can be recycled can only be recycled inefficiently. The concept of sustainable development is ridiculous when the growth of the human population is combined with the average increase in per capita usage of resources. More importantly, the concept of sustainable development is ridiculous even if the human population were stabilized, because there will be an increase in per capita usage of resources. And every day humanity is trying to increase in per capita usage of resources. Just look at the expanding economies of China, India, United States and the rest of the nations of the world and it is clear that every nation is attempting to increase the standard of living of its inhabitants and, therefore, is attempting to increase the per capita usage of resources. 
It is not sustainable development when China builds a new coal fired power plant every week or two, which coal fired plants pump out billions of tons of carbon dioxide annually. It is not sustainable development when the United Nations estimates that the world's food supply will have to increase by 70% between now and the year 2050. It is not sustainable development when humanity has almost totally destroyed the ability of the oceans to provide fish and other sea creatures for food to our species. It is not sustainable development when there are not practical replacements for oil in all its many uses-- fertilizers, pesticides, plastics, medicines, etc..  It is not sustainable development that most likely international trade will dramatically decrease when oil is no longer available to power the monstrous freighters which permit international trade to continue. It is not sustainable development when humanity is destroying the fossil underground aquifers which permit massive amounts of food to be grown by irrigation. I could go on, but hopefully you get the point.

